
“A Modern Proposal” 
 It seems that our current punishments of detentions, referrals, and suspensions are simply not 

working as deterrents and students are continuing to break several of our school rules.  Now is your time 

to fix that problem.  With a partner, write a satirical proposal in which you outline a three-step disciplinary 

plan that will once and for all stop students from breaking the school rules.   

Choose a school stakeholder as a narrator and imagine that you are to present this proposal to 

the school board for consideration.  Your proposal must be satiric in nature.  You should use Swift’s 

proposal as a model: include the additional benefits to your proposal (not just the obvious of stopping 

students from breaking rules), and include three REALISTIC alternatives that have not yet been tried (that 

means no detentions, referrals, or suspensions).  Also, be sure to use the elements found in satire: 

hyperbole, humor, irony/sarcasm, and absurdity.   

Your project must include a written essay that follows the rubric below.  The written proposal, 

completed in MLA format, will be due on Monday, December 4; beginning on that day, partners will 

present their proposal to the class according to a set schedule. Your presentation must include a visual 

aid—a poster, a flyer, a tri-fold display board, a presentation (iMovie, Power Point, Prezi), a skit.  Please 

note, though, that your presentation and the visual aid should not simply be your essay read to us.  

Summarize your proposal and all of its elements, but do so in a creative way that keeps the attention of 

the audience. You will have three class periods in which to work on the project. 

 A word of caution: just because your proposal is to include satire does not mean it can be mean-

spirited.  Be humorous, yes.  Have fun, definitely!  However, do not single out individuals to make fun of 

them.  And through it all, keep Swift’s proposal in mind and do your best to model his tone and 

demeanor. 

Problems: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I will use the following rubric when evaluating your projects.  Use this copy as a checklist of sorts to 

make sure that you have included all necessary components. 

 

RUBRIC 

Introduction (10 pts) 

 -Clear thesis statement  

*state the problem and your proposed solution (but don’t be so specific that you ruin the  

  surprise of the plan) 

 -Identifiable narrator (Choose a role—administrator, parent, student, teacher) 

Body Paragraphs (40 pts) 

 -Arguments in support of proposal are provided 

  *clearly state how your proposal will work 

  *be sure to have three steps, each one becoming more absurd  

 -Benefits of proposal are explained 

  *these must be ADDITIONAL benefits 

  *there must be at least three 

  *you may have one benefit per step, or a single paragraph detailing all the benefits 

 -Alternative ideas are presented and refuted 

  *these must be REALISTIC and UNTRIED solutions 

Conclusion (10 pts) 

 -Proposal is briefly reviewed 

-Reader is left with a final thought  

Overall Satirical Style (20 pts) 

 -Proposal is satiric in nature 

 -Proposal uses satirical elements (hyperbole, sarcasm, absurdity, etc.) 

 -Proposal is not mean spirited 

 -Proposal follows Swift’s model 

Format (15 pts) 

 -Grammar and punctuation are correct 

 -Correct spelling is utilized throughout the essay 

-Essay follows general MLA formatting rules 

Presentation (15 pts)  

 -Presentation is clear and easily heard 

 -Presentation is dynamic yet easy to follow 

 -Presentation includes an eye-catching visual aid that helps the reader understand the proposal 

 

TOTAL 110 pts 


